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FROM: Henry A. Kissinger . L/' 

SUBJECT: Assessment of the May 3 1st Private Meeting in Faria 

Between the U. S. and the DRV 


The DRV presentation was tough, but was marked by some 
significant movement in Hanoi's negotiating stand, Le Due The, the 
senior DRV representative, did almost ail the talking for the North 
Vietnamese. Following are the key elements of his presentation: 

New 0. S. /DRV Talks 


The continued to resist including'**** GVN in arty private negotiations, 
but offered to meet wife the U. SI bilaterally in p/iwute for the discussion 
of '‘all” military and political issues related to ftc war. Previously, 
Hanoi had said it Would only discuss direct 
U. S. , and that we should talk with the NLF 
South Vietnam. 


L / DRV issues with the 
matters affecting 


The North Vietnamese have apparently eonclodedsthat there is little 
chance for the present that the U. 5. will, dump the GYti. They are seek- 
ing a way to incre&se the pres sure o A Washington to eventually make 
such ft chftnge, while in the icterirA, moving the private calk® into a real 
discussion of the Issues. Under the DRV proposal, HanoiWnd the U. S. 
would "reach agreement" on all the ‘’broad principle*" relied to the war. 
Following this, the NLF and a "hew" Saigon administration without Tinea. , 
Ky or Prime Minister Huong would meet to iron out the detaU\. 


a . 


The North Vietnamese insisted strongly on the need for elimination 
of the Saigon leaders and the formation of a "peace cabinet. " They 
reiterated that the NL.F would not have to be represented in such a 
government, apparently to make thte a little more palata ble. The fact 
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th&t they offering an interim negotiating arrangement in the form 
of tl.S. n »RV tetks suggest# that they are mainly trying to put us to 
the teat on the question «f Saigon's role, if we continue to support 
Saigon strongly, end the war doe# not go their way, they could be 
forced Into acme further concessions. 

They hope, of course, that any private bilateral discussion* of 
political issues between the U.S. end North Vietnam would weaken 
Saigon by generating widespread fears in the GVN about a secret 
American sell-out. They almost certainly know that we have pledged 
to Saigon that they will participate in any talks on political issue?." 

Agenda for the Talk# 

/ 

Tho also had & proposal toNnake regarding the substance of future 
tX. $„-DRV discussions. Under it, we would reach "agreement" on fill 
the 'problem# mentioned" in the NLF’a tdn point*, •bfte.r the "agreements 
ere signed, by "all parties" (pr esurhably the U.S. . the DRV, the N(,f, 
and the "new" GVN), the parties; wth Sh4» agree on a ceasefire, and all 
the parties "concerned" will oversee '^nplementation of the agreements. 

There are several interesting feature# to this scheme; it stops 
short of flatly insisting on the f 6 points a\ the agenda or basis of the 
discussion*; It appears to provide a role for the U. S. in SVN in the 
implementation of the agreements ; it trots oka ceasefire until the 
political questions are settled . ( Tho DRV poakion on these questions 
had previously been rather vague. ^ 

Military Pressure 



The made ha especially strong pitch on the question of continuing 
IT.S. battlefield pressure ngalnet the Communist*. He claimed that 
the 17. S'. WAe etill trying to gain a position of strength at the conference 
table and that, as long as the heavy pressure kept up, the Communists 
would continue to resist. While this is a fairly standard pitch from 
the DRV, there was a hint in TWs remark# that the war might die 
down if fhe t7. S. eased up. Although it doe# not appear that the North 
Vietnamese are eager for a ceasefire, it is possible that their continu- 
ing casualties and other military difficulties are causing them to look 
more favorably on a scaling down of the fighting. 


TOP SECRET /NODJ8 
PARIS NEC OTIA TI GNS / PLUS 






DMoorimlb (6/2/69) 


DECLASSIFIED ' 

Authcrty / A > <T 

j x ' ;f£ — 

; Rvv /f/\ m?.h 


S3AIH0MV 1VNOIXVN 3HX xv asonaobd 



